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 Valued attender of FBNV,  
 Welcome to the New Nuggets! This fall we will focus on equipping  
families to worship God at home. This booklet is your guide to walking 
through books of the Bible together as a family. In this booklet are helpful 
articles written by godly members of our church, a place to take sermon 
notes, daily devotionals, Bible passages to study, and weekly reflection  
sections.  
 (Ï× ÄÏ ×Å ÓÔÁÒÔ ÔÏ ÄÏ ÄÅÖÏÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÓ Á ÃÏÕÐÌÅȾÆÁÍÉÌÙȩ If you have never 
done devotions together as a couple or family it is awkward to start. We 
feel we have to have the knowledge a pastor or Sunday School teacher has. 
Donȭt worry, you donȭt! In ancient Israel supper time was a special and     
sacred time. It was the only time of the day they could get together as    
everyone was always busy. They ate together, shared their day, and talked 
about God. No professional scholars were present, just parents and grand-
parents that loved the Lord.     
 Each day find a time to gather together. Instruct each member of your 
family to read the scriptures and commentary. The two questions; ×ÈÁÔ ÄÏ 
ÔÈÅÓÅ ÓÃÒÉÐÔÕÒÅÓ ÔÅÁÃÈ ÍÅ ÁÂÏÕÔ 'ÏÄ, and ÈÏ× ÄÏÅÓ ÔÈÉÓ ÁÐÐÌÙ ÔÏ ÍÙ ÌÉÆÅ, 
should be answered by each person every day. Some days one question or 
the other may be difficult not answer.  Stress that you DONȭT NEED TO BE 
DISCOURAGED ABOUT WHAT YOU DONȭT UNDERSTAND, focus on what 
you do understand. Use the collective wisdom in your family to learn new 
things every day. At the end pray together as a family. More instructions on 
prayer can be found on pages 6- 7. This whole thing can take five minutes or 
it could take thirty minutes! The more you do it the more natural                  
conversation becomes.  
 Every week there is one connected passage to study. This will require 
some extra tools besides your Bible. If you have a Study Bible, a                 
concordance, or Bible commentaries,  pull them out and give it a shot. 
Make it a goal to do these together as a family or find one or a few people 
to do this together with. Once again, donȭt be discouraged! Use the          
collective wisdom of a group to study together. If you are able to study with 
a group of people, also go over the 7ÅÅËÌÙ 2ÅǨÅÃÔÉÏÎ section together to 
see how each other are growing.  
 Your feedback is always appreciated. If you think of ways to improve 
these devotionals let me know! Letȭs make a love for God seem normal! 
In Christ,  
Pastor Ben  

 

45 

September 

2 Bill Briggs (B) 

4 Ed Goodrich (B), Gary & Susan Roofner (A) 

5 Sharon Meddaugh (B) 

7 Ralph & Hazel Webster (A) 

8 Theresa Mills (B) 

9 Norm Emery (B) 

11 Alanna Paris (B) 

15 Lola Singer (B) 

16 Janice Barto (B), Robert VanDeventer (B) 

17 Kathy Brennan (B) 

22 Pastor Spiegel (B) 

23 Ben Donnelly (B), Brad Bartholomew (B), Harry & Jo-An Morrison 

(A) 

26 Michele Thurston (B), Nate Demmer (B) 

28 Dan Smith (B) 

29 Jim Donnelly (B), Trevor Jackson (B), Amanda Paris (B) 

30 Danielle Barto (B) 



 

44 

-ÏÎÄÁÙ  3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ ΩΦÔÈ 

3ÃÒÉÐÔÕÒÅ: Nehemiah 5:1-7  Ȱȣ I took counsel with myselfȣȱ 

#ÏÎÎÅÃÔÅÄ 3ÃÒÉÐÔÕÒÅ:  Exodus 2:11-15; Proverbs 16:32; Romans 12:17-21 

 

 Nehemiah heard what was happening, got angry, and then made the 
best decision he could have - HE SAID NOTHING, at first. How many times 
do we get angry and immediately reactȣ and cause more damage.          
Nehemiah took time to think before he acted. He got control of his feelings 
and thoughts so that he could give constructive leadership to his people. 
He made sure his head and his heart were on the same page before he 
opened his mouth.  

 In the above passage in Exodus we see how Moses failed to react to sin 
properly. Warren Weirsbe states; ȰYoung Moses learned that it was easier 
to dispose of an Egyptian master than to reconcile two Jewish people.ȱ 
Making a harsh and violent judgment is the easy thing to do. Pausing, 
thinking, and leading groups of people through adversity is what we need 
to strive to do.  

 

What do these scriptures teach me about God? 

¶  

¶  

¶  

How does this apply to my life?  

¶  

¶  

¶  

Prayer: Take eight minutes to Adore God, Confess sin, Thank God for what 
He has given you, and the Stuff that is on your mind.  

Adoration: Confession: 
  

Thanksgiving: Stuff: 
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 #ÕÌÔÉÖÁÔÉÎÇ (ÏÌÉÎÅÓÓ ɀ 0ÁÒÔ )  

Ȱ"Å ÙÅ ÈÏÌÙȠ ÆÏÒ ) ÁÍ ÈÏÌÙȱȢ   1 Peter 1:16   

 The holiness of God Himself ought to be our foremost stimulus to 
cultivate holy living. 1 Peter 1:16 gives us the primary reason for why 
we are to be ×ÈÁÔ we are to be; seeking to be like our Heavenly      
Father in righteousness, holiness, and integrity, and thinking Godȭs 
thoughts via His Word, to be of one mind with Him, and living and 
acting as God Himself would have you to do. The great English       
Puritan minister, Stephen Charnock, once concluded, ȰThis is the 
prime way of honoring God. We do not so glorify God by elevated 
admirations, or eloquent expressions, or pompous services for Him, 
as when we aspire to a conversing with Him with unstained spirits, 
and live ÔÏ Him in living ÌÉËÅ HimȱȢ  

 It is indisputably clear that every believer is called to holiness. But 
how do we do that?  

 First, know and love Scripture. This is Godȭs primary road to      
holiness and spiritual growth. The Holy Spirit is the Master Teacher in 
blessing us through the reading and searching of Godȭs Word. Jesus 
prayed, ȰSanctify them through Thy truth: Thy Word is truth (John  
17:17). And Peter advised, ȰDesire the sincere milk of the Word, that 
you may grow therebyȱ ɉΧ Peter 2:2). Memorize and retain the    
Scriptures (Psalm 119:11), search them (John 5:39), meditate upon 
them (Psalm 1:2), and live and love them (Psalm 119, 19:10).         
Compare Scripture with Scripture, and take time to study the Word 
(2 Timothy 2:15). Proverbs 2:1-5 establishes the following principles 
involved in serious personal Bible study: teachability (receiving Godȭs 
words), obedience (storing Godȭs commandments), discipline 
(applying the heart), dependence (asking for knowledge), and         
perseverance (searching for hidden treasure). Do not expect growth 
in holiness if you spend little time alone with God and do not take His 
Word seriously.  

 Next monthȭs Nuggets article will continue with scriptural formu-
las for holy living.  

– Article submitted by Chuck Wetzel, September 2020  
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Women Who Worship 

Soul Talk 

Ȱ7ÈÙ ÁÒÅ ÙÏÕ ÉÎ ÄÅÓÐÁÉÒȟ Ï ÍÙ ÓÏÕÌȩȱ (Psalm 42:11). 

 

 Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones, addressing spiritual depression, said, 

ȰHave you realized that most of your unhappiness in life is due to the 

fact that you are listening to yourself instead of talking to yourself?ȱ 

He went on, ȰYou have to take yourself in hand, you have to address 

yourself, preach to yourself, question yourself.ȱ There is powerful 

truth in this. 

 Godȭs Word provides instruction on Ȱsoul talk.ȱ First, we must 

probe ourselves with pointed questions. In Psalm 42:11, the psalmist 

asked his soul, ȰWhy are you downcast?ȱ In other words, figure out 

why youȭre upset, worried, discouraged, or depressed. Do the same 

when you are angry, fearful, or discontented. Be honest! Second, 

spiritually instruct yourself; speak Truth (the Word) to your soul. 

Lloyd-Jones said, ȰYou must go on to remind yourself of God, Who 

God is, and what God is and what God has done, and what God has 

pledged Himself to do.ȱ Such thinking refocuses the soul and quiets 

turbulent emotions. Third, command your soul, especially to praise. 

ȰBless the Lord, o my soulȱ (Psalm 103:1). Praise helps maintain our 

focus and fosters peace and joy. 

 If your habit is to listen to yourself, you will hear whining, com-

plaining, fault-finding, and the like. Itȭs your Ȱselfȱ talking, and its lan-

guage is that of the sinful flesh. But in the Spirit, we will speak to our-

selves in spiritual language, healthful and helpful to our souls.  

©Dorothy Davis 
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4ÕÅÓÄÁÙ 3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ ΨίÔÈ 

3ÃÒÉÐÔÕÒÅ: Nehemiah 5:1-6 Ȱȣ I was very angry when I heard their outcry 
and these words.ȱ  

#ÏÎÎÅÃÔÅÄ 3ÃÒÉÐÔÕÒÅ:  Psalm 4:4, Psalm 37:7-11; Ephesians 4:26 

 

 Anger happens when our belief of right and wrong is violated. You learn 
more about what you truly believe is right and wrong by looking back on 
when you get angry. I find I often get angry at others when they break rules 
I invented that God never said are wrong. This is wrong of me. I need to 
make sure I only get angry when people sin against one of Godȭs rules, not 
mine. Nehemiah here getȭs angry and rightfully so!  

 These people were sinning by enslaving their fellow countrymen! But 
Nehemiah is going to exhibit control of his anger. In Ephesians it says Ȱbe 
angry and do not sin.ȱ This means two things. First, we are angry because 
they primarily broke Godȭs commands and not ours. Secondly, our goal is 
for them to restore their relationship with God. Is it ok to be angry? Yes - 
but make sure your angry because they broke Godȭs commands, and your 
anger drives you to help them grow closer to Jesus.  

 

What do these scriptures teach me about God? 

¶  

¶  

¶  

How does this apply to my life?  

¶  

¶  

¶  

Prayer: Take eight minutes to Adore God, Confess sin, Thank God for what 
He has given you, and the Stuff that is on your mind.  

Adoration: Confession: 
  

Thanksgiving: Stuff: 
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-ÏÎÄÁÙ  3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ ΨήÔÈ 

3ÃÒÉÐÔÕÒÅ: Nehemiah 5:1-5 Ȱȣ With our sons and our daughters, we are 
many. So let us get frain, that we may eat and keep aliveȣȱ 

#ÏÎÎÅÃÔÅÄ 3ÃÒÉÐÔÕÒÅ: Isaiah 56:9-12; Jeremiah 22:13-19; Amos 2:6-7,       
5:11-15 

 

 Warren Weirsbe states; ȰWhen the enemy fails in his attacks from the 
outside, he then begins to attack from within; and one of his favorite  
weapons is selfishness.ȱ In chapter five we see a very serious situation. The 
rural Jewish people were starving. The work on the wall meant they    
couldnȭt work their fields for food, they mortgaged their property to get 
food, and borrowed money to pay taxes. Their kids were being enslaved by 
other Jewish people!  

 The greed of the wealthier Jewish people was crippling their economy 
and causing division. Greed was a problem the prophets warned them 
about as you read above. Sinful people focus on self. Godly people are   
generous. Are there people God has placed in your life who may need  
money, love, or help? Godly people are generous.  

 

What do these scriptures teach me about God? 

¶  

¶  

¶  

How does this apply to my life?  

¶  

¶  

¶  

Prayer: Take eight minutes to Adore God, Confess sin, Thank God for what 
He has given you, and the Stuff that is on your mind.  

Adoration: Confession: 
  

Thanksgiving: Stuff: 
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Connieõs Corner 

 Itȭs tough to pick a recipe to share as so much baking has been 
going on at our house for the last few months!  We picked a ton of 
blueberries, we bought some juicy peaches at the farmerȭs market, 
and the ȰSquash Fairyȱ left a large bag of zucchini on our porch one 
day.  I have discovered some good recipes with all these items, but 
space limits me to choose which to share.  I always like to share the 
ones that take little preparation and simple ingredients you may    
already have on hand.  Pies are my favorite, so lets start with peach.  
If you want a good recipe for blueberry or zucchini pie, contact me. 

 

0ÅÁÃÈ 0ÉÅ ×ÉÔÈ 3ÏÕÒ #ÒÅÁÍ 

Crust: 

1 1/4 cups flour 

1/2 cup butter, cut in chunks 

2 TBSP sour cream 

Filling: 

4 fresh peaches; pitted, peeled, sliced 

3 large egg yolks 

3 TBSP flour 

1/3 cup sour cream 

1 cup white sugar 

  

Place first three ingredients in a food processor and pulse into a large 

ball (or mix by hand).  Press into a buttered pie dish and bake at 425° 
until golden brown; about 10 minutes.  Reduce oven temperature to 

350°.   Remove crust from oven and place peach slices onto the crust.  
In a large bowl, beat egg yolks.  Add sugar, sour cream, and flour.  
Mix until well blended and pour over peaches. 

 

Cover pie with foil and bake for 50 minutes.  Remove foil and bake 
about 15 minutes longer or until firm.  Cool.  Refrigerate - will firm up 
more as it chills. 
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4ÉÐÓ ÏÎ 0ÒÁÙÅÒ 
 Honestly, prayer is one of the weirdest parts of Christianity. We become 
a Christian and we try and have conversations with a God we have never 
met, we canȭt see, who lives in a place we donȭt know, and who already 
knows our thoughtsȣ So how do we even start?!  
 For a few years I have followed the following structure for my daily 
prayers. As I have discipled others I have helped walk them through the  
following steps and it has brought a much deeper intimacy with God. Even-
tually, your conversations with God will seem normal and you wonȭt need to 
follow these steps. But until you get there, follow this pattern.  
 
!Ȣ#Ȣ4Ȣ3Ȣ -ÏÄÅÌ ÏÆ 0ÒÁÙÅÒ: Spend two minutes Adoring God, Confessing sin, 
Thanking God, and then whatever Stuff you want to talk to God about.  
ΧȢ  !ÄÏÒÁÔÉÏÎȢ 
 1. If we were to look at a lot of the great prayers of the Bible we would 
see that these individuals spent considerable time at the beginning of their 
prayers by offering him praise and adoration of Godȭs different                  
characteristics.   
 2. Some of Godȭs characteristics that we can focus on: Love, Sovereign-
ty,   Holiness, Justice, Omnipotence, Omniscience, Eternality, Unchangea-
bleness, and Independence.  
 3. Every day take a different characteristic of God and just praise Him! 
Think of Bible stories that we see that characteristic, past events in your life 
where God has been that for you, what it means to have God be that in your 
present, and what it means for your future that God is that.  
 4. Example prayer: Unchangeableness - God is unchanging and un-
changeable. God, thank you for being consistent. Thank you for being the 
same yesterday, today, and forever. For all of history you have been con-
sistent in your treatment of people. You never change your mind and are 
never going to learn anything new, you know everything and are donȭt 
make any mistakes towards me. You were there for me when I was younger 
and you are there for me today, and I can trust that you will be there for me 
tomorrow. I thank you that everything you give me is from your perfect will 
and is always good. I pray that I can trust in your character and donȭt think 
you have changed in your opinion of me or actions towards me. No matter 
what happens in my life today or tomorrow, help me to always trust in your      
unchanging nature. 
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3ÕÎÄÁÙ 3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ ΨέÔÈ 3ÅÒÍÏÎ .ÏÔÅÓ 

Series or Message Title: _____________________________________ 

List all Scripture Used:   _____________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

Notes: 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

 

What is ONE THING you took away from todays sermon: 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 
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7ÅÅËÌÙ 2ÅǨÅÃÔÉÏÎ 

Read Nehemiah 4 again.  

 

Paraphrase the passage from this week.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

What did you observe from this weekȭs text about God and His character? 

 

 

 

What does this passage teach about the condition of mankind and about 

yourself? 

 

 

 

 

How should you respond to this passage? What is the personal application? 
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ΨȢ  #ÏÎÆÅÓÓÉÏÎȢ 
 1. As a family, or as a couple, it would probably be best to discuss sins 
you may have committed against each other and apologize to one another 
and pray. If people feel comfortable sharing sins from their private 
thoughts or other relationships, encourage that and pray for them!  
 2. Here are some tips on private prayer: 
  A. List the actions and thoughts you know were not holy since the 
  last time you confessed sin.  
   a. Be specific - God, I know I should not have thrown the TV 
   at the wall and cursed at it after the Cowboys embarrassed 
   themselves yet again on Prime Time. I pray that you   
   change my affections to enjoy a team that excels. Also give 
   me the patience in areas that are not really a big deal.  
  B. After you have confessed all the sin you can think of, ask the   
  Holy Spirit to point out any actions or thoughts that were sinful. 
   a. Be still and allow the Holy Spirit to bring sins to mind.  
   b. If nothing comes to mind, think back over what you did, 
   who you saw, and what you said and think if there was any
   thing you did that was not Holy, selfless, or loving.  
   c. When the Holy Spirit points something out confess it - 
   God ÔÈÁÎË ÙÏÕ ÆÏÒ ÒÅÖÅÁÌÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÍÅ ÔÈÁÔ ) ÇÏÓÓÉÐÅÄ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÍÙ 
   ÂÏÓÓ ÔÏ ÍÙ ÃÏ×ÏÒËÅÒÓ ÌÁÓÔ ×ÅÅËȢ Even though no one else 
   thought it was wrong, I know it was not right and it           
   destroyed the character of my boss. I pray you give me the 
   courage to ask forgiveness from my coworkers and my  
   boss, and help me to never speak negatively about people. 
   I also pray for my boss right now. Whatever it was that  
   caused them to treat us that way, I hope they are able to 
   work through it, and come to work ready to lead us. 
 3. Thanksgiving - This one is simple. Go around the room and list things 
you are thankful for and thank God for them! Make sure each day people 
list different things and make them think about ALL God has given them.  
 4. Stuff - This one is also simple. This is where we pray for anything 
that is on our mind and heart. Watch out for praying for physical sickness 
and health problems. These have a tendency to dominate our prayer times. 
Remember - All ÐÈÙÓÉÃÁÌ ÉÓÓÕÅÓ ÁÒÅ ÁÌÌÏ×ÅÄ ÂÙ 'ÏÄ ÆÏÒ ÓÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ ÇÒÏ×ÔÈ ÉÎ 
ÓÏÍÅÏÎÅȢ Donȭt just pray for healing, pray for spiritual needs those           
individuals may have.  
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3ÔÅÐÓ:  
1.  Pray for focus. 
2.  Read twice. 
3.  Mark key words, repeated words, mark what seems to JUMP 
OUT at you as important, and write down questions you have over 
words or phrases. 
_______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
Answer questions using connected scripture and study Bible  notes. 
_______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
5.  What does this teach me about God?
________________________________________________________ 
 
6.  Application:  
 
 1.  How do I need to think differently? 
 
 ___________________________________________________ 
 
 2. What behavior(s) do I need to stop doing?  
 
 ___________________________________________________ 
 
 3. What behavior(s) do I need to start doing?  
 
 ___________________________________________________ 
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&ÒÉÄÁÙ  3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ ΨΫÔÈ 

In-depth family or small group Bible Study.  

 

"ÁÃËÇÒÏÕÎÄ: This is one of my FAVORITE Bible stories. If you have time go 
back and read Exodus 12-13, and then read 14:15-31 for context. Here we 
see the desperation of mankind, the power of our enemies, and the promis-
es of our great God.  

 

Exodus 14:10-14  

ȰΧΦȢ When Pharaoh drew near, the people of Israel lifted up their eyes, and 

behold, the Egyptians were marching after them, and they feared greatly. 

And the people of Israel cried out to the Lord. 11 They said to Moses, ȰIs it 

because there are no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in 

the wilderness? What have you done to us in bringing us out of Egypt? 12 Is 

not this what we said to you in Egypt: ȬLeave us alone that we may serve 

the Egyptiansȭȩ For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians 

than to die in the wilderness.ȱ 13 And Moses said to the people, ȰFear not, 

stand firm, and see the salvation of the Lord, which he will work for you to-

day. For the Egyptians whom you see today, you shall never see again. 

14 The Lord will fight for you, and you have only to be silentȢȱ  

 

9 

  

 

-ÁÐ ÏÆ *ÅÒÕÓÁÌÅÍ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÔÉÍÅ ÏÆ .ÅÈÅÍÉÁÈ 
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3ÕÎÄÁÙ !ÕÇÕÓÔ ΩΦÔÈ 3ÅÒÍÏÎ .ÏÔÅÓ 

 

Series or Message Title: _____________________________________ 

List all Scripture Used:  ______________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

Notes: 

_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________ 

 

What is ONE THING you took away from todays sermon: 

_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________ 
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4ÈÕÒÓÄÁÙ  3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ ΨΪÔÈ 

3ÃÒÉÐÔÕÒÅ: Nehemiah 4:15-23 Ȱȣ In the place where you hear the sound of 
the trumpet, rally to us thereȣȢȱ 

#ÏÎÎÅÃÔÅÄ 3ÃÒÉÐÔÕÒÅ:  Mark 13:32-36; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, 5:1-6 

 

 After Nehemiah equipped and trained the men he set up another      
system, an emergency alert. The men building the wall would be spread 
out all throughout the city. If the enemy attacked one spot it would be very 
easy to overtake the men there and come into the city. The trumpeter and 
Nehemiah would walk around watching for the enemy. If the trumpet 
sounded, men were to rush to defend that part.  

 The trumpet sounding also reminds us of something we are looking 
forward too, the rapture! We also are to be working steadily and listening 
for the sound of the trumpet. When that trumpet sounds, our work will be 
done and we will go home! Are you ready to go to heaven? Are you          
prepared to meet Jesus? Will Jesus come back to find you working          
faithfully? Jesusȭ return is immanent, he could come back at any moment! 
Make sure you are ready.  

 

What do these scriptures teach me about God? 

¶  

¶  

¶  

How does this apply to my life?  

¶  

¶  

¶  

Prayer: Take eight minutes to Adore God, Confess sin, Thank God for what 
He has given you, and the Stuff that is on your mind.  

Adoration: Confession: 
  

Thanksgiving: Stuff: 
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7ÅÄÎÅÓÄÁÙ 3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ ΨΩÒÄ 

3ÃÒÉÐÔÕÒÅ: Nehemiah 4:10-14 Ȱȣ and fight for your brothers, your sons, 
your daughters, your wives, and your homes.ȱ  

#ÏÎÎÅÃÔÅÄ 3ÃÒÉÐÔÕÒÅ: John 10:11, 15:13; Romans 5:7-8; Ephesians 5:2 

 

 The people were tired, frustrated, and lacking faith. Nehemiah did two 
things in this passage that every leader needs to pay close attention to. 
First, he equipped them. Nehemiah gave them the tools necessary to do 
the job by giving them weapons to defend themselves. Equipping people 
shows that we trust them, care for them, and want to see them succeed.  

 Second of all, Nehemiah gave them something greater than them-
selves to fight for - their legacy. Our legacy can live well beyond our own 
lives. Being willing to sacrifice our lives for our loved ones, our freedoms, 
and our God is the pinnacle of love. Your life will be around 80 years. But if 
you love, serve, invest, and sacrifice your legacy will speak to generations 
to come.  

 

What do these scriptures teach me about God? 

¶  

¶  

¶  

How does this apply to my life?  

¶  

¶  

¶  

 

Prayer: Take eight minutes to Adore God, Confess sin, Thank God for what 
He has given you, and the Stuff that is on your mind.  

Adoration: Confession: 
  

Thanksgiving: Stuff: 
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-ÏÎÄÁÙ !ÕÇÕÓÔ ΩΧÓÔ - 4ÕÅÓÄÁÙ 3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ ΧÓÔ 
 

Read the entire book of Nehemiah. 
It should take about 85 minutes  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Go to YouTube.com and search for  

ȰBible Project Overview:Ezra-Nehemiahȱ 

This video gives good background info on the book of Nehemiah.  
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7ÅÄÎÅÓÄÁÙ 3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ ΨÎÄ 
3ÃÒÉÐÔÕÒÅ: Nehemiah 1:5-6, 11 ȰȢȢ Let your ear be attentive and your eyes 
open, to hear the prayer of your servantȣȱ 
#ÏÎÎÅÃÔÅÄ 3ÃÒÉÐÔÕÒÅ:  Exodus 2:23-25; Psalm 105:7-11; Psalm 106:44-45 
 
 God often feels absent. We read passages of scripture where God is 
highly involved and often wish this could be true for us. To see God physi-
cally, to hear him speaking audibly, and to have monumental changes in 
our lives happen consistently. Nehemiah knew God was transcendent, but 
had not seen Godȭs immanent involvement in the Israelites situation. He 
prayed for God to listen and to see. He did this because he wanted God to 
act, to address the situation and restore His people.  
 It is ok for us to cry out, to be specific in our prayers to God. To           
desperately plead with Him to hear our prayers and answer them. The more 
intense our focus is on God, the more clearly we will see His answers. We 
will see if God says Ȱyesȱȟ Ȱnoȱȟ or Ȱwait.ȱ When we cast our anxieties on 
Him, He gives us peace that is beyond our circumstances and guards our 
hearts from anxiety and doubts that often come in.  
 
What do these scriptures teach me about God? 

¶  

¶  

¶  

How does this apply to my life?  

¶  

¶  

¶  

 
0ÒÁÙÅÒ: Take eight minutes to Adore God, Confess sin, Thank God for what 
He has given you, and the Stuff that is on your mind.  

 

Adoration: Confession: 
  

Thanksgiving: Stuff: 
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4ÕÅÓÄÁÙ 3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ ΨΨÎÄ 

Scripture: Nehemiah 4:6-14 Ȱȣ In Judah it was said, ȰThe strength of those 
who bear the burdens is failing. There is too much rubble. By ourselves we 
will not be able to rebuild the wallȣȱ  

#ÏÎÎÅÃÔÅÄ 3ÃÒÉÐÔÕÒÅ: Exodus 14:10-14; I Kings 19:1-8; Nehemiah 10:30, 
13:15-22 

 

 After two different threats from the outside enemies, the people     
started to loose faith and became discouraged. The passion and                
excitement they had at the beginning was slipping. Fear for safety was not 
everything. We see later on in the book of Nehemiah that the Hebrews had 
intermarried with the some of the people attacking them and they traded 
goods with them. The Hebrews were not wholly devoted to God and their 
faith was shallow. They were easily discouraged.  

 Warren Wiersbe states; ȰDiscouragers are often doubters and           
compromisers.ȱ Donȭt let outside influences and circumstances get you 
sidetracked from Godȭs clear plan for your life. Compare Nehemiahȭs      
response to threats (vss.4-5) and the peoples response(10).  

 

What do these scriptures teach me about God? 

¶  

¶  

¶  

How does this apply to my life?  

¶  

¶  

¶  

Prayer: Take eight minutes to Adore God, Confess sin, Thank God for what 
He has given you, and the Stuff that is on your mind.  

Adoration: Confession: 
  

Thanksgiving: Stuff: 
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-ÏÎÄÁÙ 3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ ΨΧÓÔ 

3ÃÒÉÐÔÕÒÅ: Nehemiah 4:1-5 Ȱȣ turn back their taunt on their own heads and 
give them up to be plundered in a land where they are captivesȣȱ  

#ÏÎÎÅÃÔÅÄ 3ÃÒÉÐÔÕÒÅ:  Psalm 69:22-28; Psalm 79; Jeremiah 18:23 

 

 As we read Nehemiahȭs prayer in response to Sanballat and Tobiahȭs 
statements we see Nehemiah wanting injury and punishment to come to 
them. We also think about that David prays like this. We scratch our heads 
and think, ȰWait, doesnȭt Jesus tell us not to wish harm on others? Doesnȭt 
he want us to be kind to people?ȱ What is happening here is important for 
us to fully understand. ȰWe must remember that Nehemiah was praying as 
a servant of God concerned for the glory of God. He was not requesting 
personal vengeance but official vindication for Godȭs people (F. Charles 
Fensham).ȱ  

 Warren Weirsbe also notes how Nehemiah handed these threats over 
to God, ȰThe things people say may hurt us, but they can never harm us, 
unless we let them get into our system and poison us. If we spend time 
pondering the Enemyȭs words, we will give Satan a foothold from which he 
can launch another attack closer to home.ȱ  

 

What do these scriptures teach me about God? 

¶  

¶  

¶  

How does this apply to my life?  

¶  

¶  

¶  

Prayer: Take eight minutes to Adore God, Confess sin, Thank God for what 
He has given you, and the Stuff that is on your mind.  

Adoration: Confession: 
  

Thanksgiving: Stuff: 
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4ÈÕÒÓÄÁÙ 3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ ΩÒÄ 
3ÃÒÉÐÔÕÒÅ: Nehemiah 1:8-10 Ȱȣ if you are unfaithful, I will scatter you 
among the peoplesȣȱ  
#ÏÎÎÅÃÔÅÄ 3ÃÒÉÐÔÕÒÅ:  Leviticus 26:33; Deuteronomy 4:25-27;  Romans  
3:15-17; 1 John 1:9 
 
 Sin is fun. Letȭs be honest, sin wouldnȭt even be tempting if it wasnȭt 
funȣ for a season. Sin causes a Ȱripple effect.ȱ It starts with us committing 
an action that hurts our relationship with God and then it progressively 
hurts more and more of the people around us that we love. We lose the 
trust of others, the close relationships we need, and can lose other things. 
In the Old Testament God told them that if they sinned, they would lose 
the land they wanted so much, and He delivered! Time and again enemies 
came in and killed them and took them into bondage. This is what            
Nehemiahȭs people were dealing with. The nation of Israel was separated 
and had been for some time. Nehemiah wants God to remember his   
promise of  restoration if the nation truly repented.  
 In our current age; God promises restoration of ourselves, our  relation-
ship with Him, and our relationships with others if we repent. Repentance 
brings restoration.  
 
What do these scriptures teach me about God? 

¶  

¶  

¶  

How does this apply to my life?  

¶  

¶  

¶  
 

0ÒÁÙÅÒ: Take eight minutes to Adore God, Confess sin, Thank God for what 
He has given you, and the Stuff that is on your mind.  

Adoration: Confession: 
  

Thanksgiving: Stuff: 
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&ÒÉÄÁÙ  3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ ΪÔÈ 
In-depth family or small group Bible Study.  

"ÁÃËÇÒÏÕÎÄ: We would call this Psalm a lament, David is isolated 
from temple worship as he is probably exiled in a foreign country. 
Like Nehemiah David longed to be in his homeland and to be able to 
worship. Study this prayer by following the steps on the following 
page and use a study Bible. Donȭt get frustrated with what you donȭt 
understand, be thankful for what you DO understand!  

 

Psalm 42 

1. As a deer pants for flowing streams, so pants my soul for you, O 

God. 2. My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. When shall I come 

and appear before God? 3. My tears have been my food day and 

night, while they say to me all the day long, ȰWhere is your God?ȱ ΪȢ 

These things I remember, as I pour out my soul: how I would go with 

the throng and lead them in procession to the house of God with glad 

shouts and songs of praise, a multitude keeping festival. 5. Why are 

you cast down, O my soul, and why are you in turmoil within me? 

Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, my salvation 6. and my God. 

My soul is cast down within me; therefore I remember you from the 

land of Jordan and of Hermon, from Mount Mizar. 7. Deep calls to 

deep at the roar of your waterfalls; all your breakers and your waves 

have gone over me. 8. By day the Lord commands his steadfast love, 

and at night his song is with me, a prayer to the God of my life. 9. I 

say to God, my rock: ȰWhy have you forgotten me? Why do I go 

mourning because of the oppression of the enemy?ȱ ΧΦȢ As with a 

deadly wound in my bones, my adversaries taunt me, while they say 

to me all the day long, ȰWhere is your God?ȱ ΧΧȢ Why are you cast 

down, O my soul, and why are you in turmoil within me? Hope in 

God; for I shall again praise him, my salvation and my God. 
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3ÕÎÄÁÙ 3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ ΨΦÔÈ 3ÅÒÍÏÎ .ÏÔÅÓ 

Series or Message Title: _____________________________________ 

List all Scripture Used:   _____________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

Notes: 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

 

What is ONE THING you took away from todays sermon: 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 
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7ÅÅËÌÙ 2ÅǨÅÃÔÉÏÎ 

Read Nehemiah 2:17 - 4:3 again.  

 

Paraphrase the passage from this week.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

What did you observe from this weekȭs text about God and His     
character? 

 

 

 

What does this passage teach about the condition of mankind and 
about yourself? 

 

 

 

 

How should you respond to this passage? What is the personal       
application? 

 

 

 

 

What specific action steps can you take this week to apply the       
passage? 
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3ÔÅÐÓ:  
1.  Pray for focus. 
2.  Read twice. 
3.  Mark key words, repeated words, mark what seems to JUMP OUT 
at you as important, and write down questions you have over words 
or phrases. 
_______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
4. Answer questions using connected scripture and study Bible  
notes. 
_______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 

 
5.  What does this teach me about God?
________________________________________________________ 
 
6.  Application:  

 
 1.  How do I need to think differently? 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 

 
 2. What behavior(s) do I need to stop doing?  
 
 ____________________________________________________ 

 
 3. What behavior(s) do I need to start doing?  
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
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7ÅÅËÌÙ 2ÅǨÅÃÔÉÏÎ 

Read Nehemiah 1 again.  

 

Paraphrase the passage from this week.  

 

 

What did you observe from this weekȭs text about God and His    
character? 

 

 

 

What does this passage teach about the condition of mankind and 
about yourself? 

 

 

 

How does this passage point to the gospel? 

 

 

 

How should you respond to this passage? What is the personal        
application? 

 

 

 

 

What specific action steps can you take this week to apply the        
passage? 
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3ÔÅÐÓ:  
1.  Pray for focus. 
2.  Read twice. 
3.  Mark key words, repeated words, mark what seems to JUMP OUT 
at you as important, and write down questions you have over words 
or phrases. 
_______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
4. Answer questions using connected scripture and study Bible  
notes. 
_______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 

 
5.  What does this teach me about God?
________________________________________________________ 
 
6.  Application:  

 
 1.  How do I need to think differently? 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 

 
 2. What behavior(s) do I need to stop doing?  
 
 ____________________________________________________ 

 
 3. What behavior(s) do I need to start doing?  
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
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&ÒÉÄÁÙ  3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ ΧήÔÈ 

In-depth family or small group Bible Study.  

"ÁÃËÇÒÏÕÎÄ: Chapter 4 of Nehemiah starts with the ridicule of the He-
brews adversaries. Ridicule that leads to discouragement happens often in 
our life. Jesus however, faced ridicule perfectly. Letȭs study this emotionally 
intense passage of Jesus on the cross.  

 

Luke 23:32-42 

Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with 

him. 33 And when they came to the place that is called The Skull, there 

they crucified him, and the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 

34 And Jesus said, ȰFather, forgive them, for they know not what they do.ȱ 

And they cast lots to divide his garments. 35 And the people stood by, 

watching, but the rulers scoffed at him, saying, ȰHe saved others; let him 

save himself, if he is the Christ of God, his Chosen One!ȱ 36 The soldiers 

also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine 37 and saying, ȰIf 

you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!ȱ 38 There was also an inscrip-

tion over him, ȰThis is the King of the Jews.ȱ 39 One of the criminals who 

were hanged railed at him, saying, ȰAre you not the Christ? Save yourself 

and us!ȱ 40 But the other rebuked him, saying, ȰDo you not fear God, since 

you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41 And we indeed just-

ly, for we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this man has done 

nothing wrong.ȱ 42 And he said, ȰJesus, remember me when you come into 

your kingdom.ȱ 43 And he said to him, ȰTruly, I say to you, today you will be 

with me in paradise.ȱ  
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3ÕÎÄÁÙ 3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ άÔÈ 3ÅÒÍÏÎ .ÏÔÅÓ 

 

Series or Message Title: _____________________________________ 

List all Scripture Used:   _____________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

Notes: 

_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________ 

 

What is ONE THING you took away from todays sermon: 

_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________ 
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-ÏÎÄÁÙ 3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ έÔÈ 

3ÃÒÉÐÔÕÒÅ: Nehemiah 2:1-4 Ȱȣ so I prayed to the God of heaven.ȱ  

#ÏÎÎÅÃÔÅÄ 3ÃÒÉÐÔÕÒÅ:  1 Thessalonians 5:16-18; Luke 18:1-8 

 

 Prayer is important, and takes a variety of forms. There are formal 
prayers that you hear in church. There are scheduled daily prayers where 
we adore, confess, thank, and request things. There are emotional prayers 
when we experience tragedy or in deep pain and are pleading for God to 
intervene. Then, there are the short little prayers where we ask for help in 
an instant because of something that is in front of us.  

 Here Nehemiah finally has his opportunity to make his big request in 
front of the King. The King saw he was sad, and making a bold request 
could have been dangerous. Nehemiah had a split second to respond and 
here merely prayed, ȰGod help me!ȱ Short prayers are still prayers, and are 
a sign that our mind and heart are conscious of Godȭs presence and           
involvement in that moment. I believe it is what Paul meant when he      
stated; ȰPray without ceasing.ȱ  

 

What do these scriptures teach me about God?  

¶  

¶  

¶  

How does this apply to my life?  

¶  

¶  

¶  

 

0ÒÁÙÅÒ: Take eight minutes to Adore God, Confess sin, Thank God for what 
He has given you, and the Stuff that is on your mind.  

Adoration: Confession: 
  

Thanksgiving: Stuff: 
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4ÈÕÒÓÄÁÙ 3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ ΧέÔÈ 

3ÃÒÉÐÔÕÒÅ: Nehemiah 3:2,7,27. Ȱȣ the men of Gibeon and of Mizpah, the 
seat of the governor of the province beyond the river.ȱ  

#ÏÎÎÅÃÔÅÄ 3ÃÒÉÐÔÕÒÅ:  Galatians 6:9-10; Philippians 2:3-4 

 

 We have talked about all of the people in Jerusalem rebuilding the wall, 
but we also see people coming in from other towns to help rebuild the wall. 
Why would they help rebuild the wall if it wasnȭt their town? Probably a few 
reasons. First, they may love the Lord and see God intervening to restore 
their land. Secondly, a fortified central city of Jerusalem would provide 
safety in times of war. Thirdly, a fortified city would encourage merchants 
and traders to come and do business there.  

 We ought not to be selfish with our time and our resources. We ought 
to not only build up our local church, but also seek to build strong and safe 
communities. God designed us to love and serve and we should take        
advantage of opportunities in front of us. In what ways does your church 
need your help? In what ways does your community need you to help build 
it up?  

 

What do these scriptures teach me about God? 

¶  

¶  

¶  

How does this apply to my life?  

¶  

¶  

 

Prayer: Take eight minutes to Adore God, Confess sin, Thank God for what 
He has given you, and the Stuff that is on your mind.  

Adoration: Confession: 
  

Thanksgiving: Stuff: 
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Adoration: Confession: 
  

Thanksgiving: Stuff: 

7ÅÄÎÅÓÄÁÙ 3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ ΧάÔÈ 

3ÃÒÉÐÔÕÒÅ: Nehemiah 3:10,23,28-30  Ȱȣopposite his houseȣȱ 

#ÏÎÎÅÃÔÅÄ 3ÃÒÉÐÔÕÒÅ:  Mark 10:13-16; John 4:1-8; 1 Timothy 5:8 

 

 I heard once; ȰMinistry for Jesus was the person in front of Him at that 
time.ȱ If you look at Jesus in the gospels you see him stopping to heal, 
teach, encourage, or even rebuke people he encountered. Jesus never 
seemed hurried or rushed, it was the disciples that had an agenda they 
wanted to stick too! In the process of rebuilding the wall the people merely 
repaired the section of the wall that was right in front of them. By each 
family doing their job, the massive task of repairing the wall was                
accomplished incredibly fast.  

 If we all ministered to people in front of us our lives would be simplified 
and much more fruitful! Warren Wiersbe states, ȰChristian service begins at 
home.ȱ Our ministry focus starts with our family, then to the people 
Ȱopposite our home,ȱ and then to the people we will meet that day. Pray 
today for clarity in how to minister to the people God places in front of you.  

 

What do these scriptures teach me about God? 

¶  

¶  

¶  

How does this apply to my life?  

¶  

¶  

¶  

 

Prayer: Take eight minutes to Adore God, Confess sin, Thank God for what 
He has given you, and the Stuff that is on your mind.  
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4ÕÅÓÄÁÙ 3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ ήÔÈ 

3ÃÒÉÐÔÕÒÅ: Nehemiah 2:1-11 ȰȣSo I went to Jerusalem and was there three 
days.ȱ  

#ÏÎÎÅÃÔÅÄ 3ÃÒÉÐÔÕÒÅ:  Exodus 31:12-17; Ezra 8:32; Mark 2:27-28 

 

 In Exodus 31 God says obeying the Sabbath is Ȱabove all.ȱ God was  
serious about rest. He created us to need a time of reflection and relaxa-
tion. We see Nehemiah taking a break of three days after his journey from 
Susa that would have taken two months. HOW COULD HE TAKE A 
BREAK! He had so much to do! Nehemiah knew that in order to be ready to 
work, he first had to rest. We need to follow this principle in our own lives.  
Note also in Exodus 31 that the goal of taking a sabbath is to be 
Ȱrefreshed.ȱ We need to be careful that our Sabbath is truly restful. Our 
body, mind, and soul need to be at ease and proper time needs to be spent 
thanking the Lord for what He has done. If you feel tired the day after you 
Sabbath, you didnȭt do it properly. Take a few hours or a day to refresh 
your soul!  

 

What do these scriptures teach me about God? 

¶  

¶  

¶  

How does this apply to my life?  

¶  

¶  

¶  

Prayer: Take eight minutes to Adore God, Confess sin, Thank God for what 
He has given you, and the Stuff that is on your mind.  

Adoration: Confession: 
  

Thanksgiving: Stuff: 
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 7ÅÄÎÅÓÄÁÙ  3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ ίÔÈ 

3ÃÒÉÐÔÕÒÅ: Nehemiah 2:9-16 Ȱȣ Then I arose in the night, I and a few men 
with me. And I told no one what my God had put into my heart to do for 
Jerusalem.ȱ  

#ÏÎÎÅÃÔÅÄ 3ÃÒÉÐÔÕÒÅȡ  Psalms 118:8; Proverbs 29:25; Galatians 1:10 

 

 It seems odd that Nehemiah snuck out in the middle of the night to  
inspect the walls, and that he didnȭt tell anyone when he got there what he 
was doing. What Nehemiah did here is very important. Nehemiah came to 
Jerusalem as a newly appointed governor, and came with a royal               
procession. Everyone would have wanted to impress Nehemiah for          
personal gain. Nehemiah also knew asking this group of Hebrews to take 
on a big project like rebuilding the wall would have been a tough ask, and as 
we will see Nehemiah had a plan to introduce this idea.  

 As we make plans for our lives, and as we lead people, we need to    
consult God first. We need to set goals for our life that focus on what God 
wants. We often make goals and decisions based on our desire to be        
approved by others. Listen to God first, and then bring the right people 
along to help you get there.  
 

What do these scriptures teach me about God? 

¶  

¶  

¶  

How does this apply to my life?  

¶  

¶  

¶  

Prayer: Take eight minutes to Adore God, Confess sin, Thank God for what 
He has given you, and the Stuff that is on your mind.  

Adoration: Confession: 
  

Thanksgiving: Stuff: 
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4ÕÅÓÄÁÙ 3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ ΧΫÔÈ 

3ÃÒÉÐÔÕÒÅ: Nehemiah ΩȡΧ—Ψ ȰThen Eliashib the high priest rose up with his 
brothers the priests, and they built the sheep gateȣȱ 

#ÏÎÎÅÃÔÅÄ 3ÃÒÉÐÔÕÒÅ:  John ΧέȡΨΦ—ΨΩȠ Χ Corinthians 12:12-31 

 

 Chapter three seems boring. A list of names of people working next to 
each other. It is important to show that ALL the people took part in          
rebuilding the wall. The first name mentioned here is very important.      
Eliaship was the high priest, the most important person in Jerusalem. Even 
he rose up and repaired the wall himself. He led by example and demon-
strated that no one is too significant, busy, old, qualified, or privileged to do 
what needs to be done.  

 ȰA great many people have got a false idea about the church,ȱ said D.L. 
Moody. ȰThey have got an idea that the church is a place to rest in... to get 
into a nicely cushioned pew, and contribute to the charities, listen to the 
minister, and do their share to keep the church out of bankruptcy, is all they 
want. The idea of work for them - actual work in the church - never enters 
their minds.ȱ 

 

What do these scriptures teach me about God? 

¶  

¶  

¶  

How does this apply to my life?  

¶  

¶  

¶  

Prayer: Take eight minutes to Adore God, Confess sin, Thank God for what 
He has given you, and the Stuff that is on your mind.  

Adoration: Confession: 
  

Thanksgiving: Stuff: 
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-ÏÎÄÁÙ 3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ ΧΪÔÈ 

3ÃÒÉÐÔÕÒÅ: Nehemiah 2:17-20 Ȱȣ Then I arose in the night, I and a few men 
with me. And I told no one what my God had put into my heart to do for 
Jerusalem.ȱ  

#ÏÎÎÅÃÔÅÄ 3ÃÒÉÐÔÕÒÅ:  Proverbs 20:19; Psalm 101:5; Ephesians 2:8-10 

 

 One more question before we move into chapter three; how did       
Sanballat Ȱhearȱ of Nehemiahȭs plan to rebuild the wall? Nehemiah didnȭt 
livestream his meeting with the Jews, no one tweeted the conversation, the 
local news didnȭt cover it, and there was no speaker system that broadcast-
ed it for miles around. Sanballat had Ȱfriendsȱ that were Hebrews that were 
loyal to him. Remember Nehemiah was a new governor for Jerusalem, and 
Sanballat probably had loyal Hebrews that extracted taxes and goods from 
Jerusalem for personal gain. All throughout Nehemiahȭs time of leadership 
information would leak out of Jerusalem to Sanballat.  

 A pastor once told me; ȰIf you are leading well 10% of your people will 
be against you at all times.ȱ Nehemiah knew there were people who didnȭt 
agree with him, but he didnȭt care. In life we will have people gossip about 
us, try to undermine us, and disagree with us. Once again, if our calling is 
from God we must focus and press forward!  

 

What do these scriptures teach me about God? 

¶  

¶  

¶  

How does this apply to my life?  

¶  

¶  

¶  

Prayer: Take eight minutes to Adore God, Confess sin, Thank God for what 
He has given you, and the Stuff that is on your mind.  

Adoration: Confession: 
  

Thanksgiving: Stuff: 
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 4ÈÕÒÓÄÁÙ  3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ ΧΦÔÈ 

3ÃÒÉÐÔÕÒÅ: Nehemiah 2:17-20 Ȱȣ they jeered at us and despised us and 
said, ȰWhat is this thing that you are doing? Are you rebelling against the 
King?ȣ Ȱ 

#ÏÎÎÅÃÔÅÄ 3ÃÒÉÐÔÕÒÅ:  Isaiah 26:3; Psalm 143; Philippians 3:2-8 

 

 Have you ever been mocked for doing the right thing? As Nehemiah 
came to Jerusalem he soon found out that it would be much harder. A 
neighboring governor, Sanballat, began to mock Nehemiah and the        
Hebrews. In coming chapters we will see more of his tactics. Sanballat had 
reason to be concerned. Nehemiah had the kings favor, had the kings     
resources, and by rebuilding the wall of Jerusalem they would be more 
powerful and influential than Sanballatȭs territory of Samaria.  

 The discouraging words of others can easily become more important to 
us than Godȭs calling on our life. People who are far from God still have a 
conscience and often see our holy lives and in some ways are jealous. They 
know what they ought to do, but donȭt want to repent. They lash out at us 
to try and make us fall, and then mock us when we fall. Make sure your 
mind is fixed on the Lord and his calling on your life!  

 

What do these scriptures teach me about God? 

¶  

¶  

¶  

How does this apply to my life?  

¶  

¶  

¶  

Prayer: Take eight minutes to Adore God, Confess sin, Thank God for what 
He has given you, and the Stuff that is on your mind.  

Adoration: Confession: 
  

Thanksgiving: Stuff: 
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 &ÒÉÄÁÙ  3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ ΧΧÔÈ 

In-depth family or small group Bible Study.  

 

"ÁÃËÇÒÏÕÎÄ: This week we looked at Nehemiahȭs boldness, courage, and 
resourceful planning in following God. Jesus is honest with us about how 
hard it is to follow Him, and what we have to give up. Study this passage by 
using a Study Bible and following the steps on the following page. Donȭt get 
frustrated with what you donȭt understand, be thankful for what you DO 
understand!  

 

Luke ΧΪȡΨΫ–ΩΩ 

25 Now great crowds accompanied him, and he turned and said to them, 

Ψά ȰIf anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother 

and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, 

he cannot be my disciple. 27 Whoever does not bear his own cross and 

come after me cannot be my disciple. 28 For which of you, desiring to build 

a tower, does not first sit down and count the cost, whether he has enough 

to complete it? 29 Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able 

to finish, all who see it begin to mock him, 30 saying, ȬThis man began to 

build and was not able to finish.ȭ 31 Or what king, going out to encounter 

another king in war, will not sit down first and deliberate whether he is able 

with ten thousand to meet him who comes against him with twenty thou-

sand? 32 And if not, while the other is yet a great way off, he sends a dele-

gation and asks for terms of peace. 33 So therefore, any one of you who 

does not renounce all that he has cannot be my disciple. 
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3ÕÎÄÁÙ 3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ ΧΩÔÈ 3ÅÒÍÏÎ .ÏÔÅÓ 

 

Series or Message Title: _____________________________________ 

List all Scripture Used:   _____________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

Notes: 

_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________ 

 

What is ONE THING you took away from todays sermon: 

_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________ 
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7ÅÅËÌÙ 2ÅǨÅÃÔÉÏÎ 

Read Nehemiah 2 again.  

 

Paraphrase the passage from this week.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

What did you observe from this weekȭs text about God and His     
character? 

 

 

 

What does this passage teach about the condition of mankind and 
about yourself? 

 

 

 

 

How should you respond to this passage? What is the personal        
application? 

 

 

 

 

What specific action steps can you take this week to apply the        
passage?  
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3ÔÅÐÓ:  
1.  Pray for focus. 
2.  Read twice. 
3.  Mark key words, repeated words, mark what seems to JUMP OUT 
at you as important, and write down questions you have over words 
or phrases. 
_______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
4. Answer questions using connected scripture and study Bible  
notes. 
_______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 

 
5.  What does this teach me about God?
________________________________________________________ 
 
6.  Application:  

 
 1.  How do I need to think differently? 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 

 
 2. What behavior(s) do I need to stop doing?  
 
 ____________________________________________________ 

 
 3. What behavior(s) do I need to start doing?  
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 


