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The Rumor 

 It was 1887, and a select group of witnesses made their way to the grave 

marker.  They had the gruesome task of exhuming the body of the man who had 

died by gunshot 22 years earlier.  They opened the casket to see if the body was 

still there.  A rumor had spread that the body of Abraham Lincoln was not in the 

casket.  As the lid opened, they saw the decomposed remains of the 16th president 

of the United States.  They closed the lid, and sealed it with lead.  The rumor was 

proved false. 

 Fourteen year later, they reopened the casket.  This time there were even 

more witnesses there to see that the casket did indeed contain the body of Abe 

Lincoln.  Rumors had spread again and put doubt into the public's mind.  A 

conspiracy was suspected, so the same grotesque ceremony had to be carried out.  

It was done despite the strong protest of Robert Lincoln, his son.  The rumors had 

to be laid to rest even if the body of the Civil War president couldn't rest in peace.  

Finally, the corpse was permanently embedded in a crypt in Springfield. 

 How unfair it seems, but that is the result of rumors.  Lacking factual 

information, ideas are disseminated regardless of how much trouble and grief they 

cause.  Someone has said, "Rumors pander to busybodies who cater to the sick 

appetite in petty people."  A rumor is like a time bomb planted in the mind of 

another lit by the fuse of suggestion.  The rumor spreader is not much different 

than a manure spreader.  O how we as Christians need to guard what we say.  The 

tongue is capable of prying open closed caskets, and exposing more skeletons than 

just about anything else.   

 A few suggestions to halt the rumor spreader: 

1. Get the name of the source.  Anonymous information is suspect. 

2. Get the facts.  Opinions and hear say are not reliable. 

3. Get tough.  Tell your source that you are not going to listen to their 

information. 
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 Proverbs 10:19 says " . . . he that refraineth his lips is wise."  A lot of 

damage can be done by those who are not careful with their words.   

 The job of the garbage truck is to pick up your trash and take it to the dump.  

Unfortunately, some decide rather than putting the trash to the curb, they deliver it 

to the home of their friends, and pile it up in their house.  Some things are better 

left buried and not dug up. 

 

Easter Sunday 

Resurrection Day gets underway here at First Baptist at 8:00 a.m. with a 

"Sonrise" Service.  The early service will replace the Evening Service that day.  

We will be having communion in the early hour prior to celebrating the 

resurrection of our Lord at the regular 10:45 hour.  Between the services will be a 

breakfast cared for by our teens and the Sunday School Hour where we intend to 

show the video of Jesus' life and death.  Plan to join us for this very special day 

 

Valley Classics 

The April meeting of Valley Classics will be on April 13th at noon.  The 

Spiegels will be responsible for the program. This year, in their fun and games 

time, they will be using a skit, and the board game "Sorry."  Plan to come and sign 

up by April 6th.  You are encouraged to bring along some table games and stay as 

long as you like.  The May program is still scheduled to have a mystery speaker.  

 

Business Meeting 

The Quarterly Business Meeting is scheduled for April 14th.  Join us as we 

rehearse God's blessings and make decisions affecting our church. 
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Awana Finishes Its Year 

Our Awana program came to a close on March 29th with an Awards 

Ceremony at the conclusion of the last evening's meeting.  The older clubbers 

received the Armor of God Medallion for the work they did this year on Ephesians 

6:10-18.  The Sparks group had some awards for those that achieved this past club 

year.  Ice cream sundaes were enjoyed by all. 

 

Ladies' Bible Study 2010 - "More Precious than Gold" 

 Buy gold! That's what those TV commercials tell us in these bad economic 

times. Gold is precious, solid, and imperishable.  

 1 Peter 1:7 states that to God your faith is MORE PRECIOUS THAN 

GOLD.  In these bad moral times, our faith needs to be solid and imperishable, 

increasing in valuable praise and glory to Christ. With this in mind, God has 

designed a process to purify and strengthen our faith. We will look into His 

methods in the New Testament books of 1st and 2nd Peter. The aim of our nine 

week study in these two wonderful and practical books is meant to intensify our 

determination to be women whose faith is both pleasing and precious to God! 

 Ladies Bible Study will begin Monday evening, May 10th. We will meet 

EVERY OTHER Monday from May until September, from 7-8:00 PM in the 

Heritage Room. All ladies are invited to attend and bring a friend. This summer we 

will be using books, so please SIGN UP by Sunday, April 11th on the sheet in the 

main foyer if you plan to attend. (We'll be using "Your Faith on Trial." Check at 

home to see if you have it already.) Contact Dot Davis if you have questions. 

Come out and fellowship with us! 
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In Tune With         

 ñCasting all your care upon him; for he careth for you" (1 

Peter 5:7). 

 God cares for us. He wants to be our helper in our times of difficulty. The 

formula for making this a reality is simple "cast your care [anxiety] upon Him" but 

at the same time difficult because it means we have to let go of our anxieties and 

exercise complete trust in God. 

 How often have you wondered, "Does God really care about my 

difficulties?" There are times when life's experiences have made us skeptical. 

People we considered friends, who we thought really cared for us, in the face of 

our difficulties have let us down by their total indifference to our sufferings. As a 

result of their indifference, we begin to ask, "How can I know that God really cares 

for me?" 

 We know God cares for us because we have His promise: "éfor he hath 

said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. So that we may boldly say, The Lord 

is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me" [Hebrews 13:5b, 6]. 

God's promises are so different from the one's we make. Consider a bride and 

groom repeating their wedding vows to each other. They do so with blissful 

ignorance of the future but when God made this promise, He did so knowing the 

future and He is saying in spite of how you feel toward me and the difficulties that 

lie ahead, I am committing myself to never forsaking you. Why? He cares for us. 

 A second reason we know God cares for us is because of His constant 

provision. "Who giveth rain upon the earth, and sendeth waters upon the fields" 

[Job 5:10]. Here is Job in the most miserable condition of his life and he 

acknowledges God's life sustaining provision.  When we cast our care upon Him, 

we demonstrate our complete trust in His love, wisdom and power to use our 

difficulties for our good and His glory. We do so with the realization of God's 

promise "there hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but 

God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but 

will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it" 

[1 Corinthians 10:13]. Did you notice the wonderful words: "God is faithful," "able 
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to bear," and "a way of escape?" Peter tells us of the brevity of our difficulties: 

"though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold 

temptations" [1 Peter 1:7]. So too does Paul tell us "our light affliction, which is 

but for a moment" [2 Corinthians 4:17]. 

  The most important reason to believe God cares for us is Calvary. There 

God's Son, Jesus Christ, bore our suffering so that we through faith would have the 

opportunity to become the children of God. God told us he loved us, demonstrated 

His love and His Son Jesus Christ bears in His body the marks of love - nail pierce 

hands and side. 

 Yes, God cares for us. Go to him and cast your cares upon Him. His care for 

us offers us sufficient reason to hope. That's the way I see it. How do you see it? 

Write me at hopetriumphant@frontiernet.net.   

 

Pastor's Desk  

 The big pile of snow outside the office window is almost 

gone.  The sun has returned and is now shining in the window.  

Frankly, I'd rather see the sun than the snow.  Pastor says he's 

seen enough snow and is going to Florida for a short vacation.  He 

and the Mrs. will be gone at the end of the month.  I tried to explain to him that the 

weather is getting nice now and they didn't need to travel all the way to the 

Sunshine State if we can get sunshine here once a week or so.  He told me they are 

going to go south not only for the sun, but to close up their place for summer 

which has been rented this winter.  Bob Flatt and Jesse Barrett will be speaking on 

the Wednesday nights, and Ben Baker, who graduates this year, will be speaking 

on Sunday, May 2nd. 

 I heard this rumor that I was going to tell you about, but Pastor said I can't 

spread rumors and he just wrote an article for the paper about rumors. 

 I thought about handing out a survey.  That's what the deacons have done.  

They said they are looking at the year 2020 and wonder what things will be like.  
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Pastor says I can't do my own survey - but could use the rest of my article to ask a 

question or two. 

1. On a scale of 1-2 rate the importance of the Pastor's desk to the church 

with 1 = absolutely necessary, 2 = almost absolutely necessary. 

2. How can we give desks more voice in the church? 

 

20/20 Vision 

 Periodic eye examines are a good thing in order to 

correct one's vision.  The goal is to determine eye strength 

and prescribe corrective lenses that will bring your vision up 

to the 20/20 mark.  That may require cataract surgery.  It may 

require nothing at all, but the examination is necessary. 

 The year 2020 will come at the end of the current decade.  We have handed 

out a survey in order to do an examination of our church.  We are currently in the 

process of evaluating the survey.  We hope that the church leadership will be able 

to suggest the necessary adjustments so that we can have 20/20 vision.  Thank you 

for your participation in this process. 

 

Empire State 

 The church in New Woodstock will host the Spring Conference of our State 

Fellowship on April 19
th
 & 20

th
.  Dr. Renald Showers will be speaking on prophesy 

and the state of Israel.  Just about the same time in 2011, Dr. Showers will be with 

us for a Bible Conference. 
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Spring Cleaning 

As the month of April arrives, we will be stopping our walking program.  We hope 

our regular walkers will continue their exercise outside.  We hope to reintroduce 

the winter walking program again next year.  Prayer meeting that was held in the 

Menôs Class Room during the winter will be moved back to the auditorium. 

 

     

Women Who Worship 

    Life from Death 

"And you He made alive, who were dead in 

   trespasses and sinsé" (Ephesians 2:1). 

 Death. The word seems so final. In the human mind, death is the end. The 

story is finished; we close the book and expect no more. 

 But not so with God. Death has never intimidated our Lord. In fact, he 

delights to bring forth life from death! This theme echoes throughout the pages of 

Scripture. When a situation seemed hopeless, when the story seemed at an end, 

God moved in with His life-giving power and a miraculous transformation 

occurred.  

 Abraham and Sarah were as good as dead with regard to childbearing, but 

that didn't hinder God. "Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were 

born as many as the stars of the sky in multitude" (Hebrews 11:12; see also 

Romans 4:17-22). The starving widow of Zarepath gathered sticks to make one last 

meal for herself and her son to "eat it and die." But God sent Elijah to say, "Fear 

not" and to bring God's life-restoring provision to the dying. Ezekiel saw God 

breathe life back into dry, dead bones. Ruth and Esther saw God's mighty hand 

work to bring life out of "death" situations. 
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 Doesn't the creation speak to us of the very nature of our God? Every spring 

is a reminder of God's ability to call forth life from death. What better time of year 

to celebrate the ultimate life from death event of God's plan: Christ's resurrection. 

On the day of His crucifixion, His followers went from hope to despair. In their 

human minds, His death was the end. The story of Jesus was finished. They closed 

the book and expected nothing more. 

 "But now is Christ risen from the dead!" What joy, what hope, what glory! 

For the story continues, not only for Him but also for us. "And you He made alive, 

who were dead in trespasses and sins" (Eph. 2:1). God stepped in with His life-

giving power and a miraculous transformation occurred. He has brought us back 

from spiritual and eternal death through faith in His living Son. 

 Yet salvation is not the only "life from death" transaction we experience. 

Each day, our sanctification is dependent upon a life from death experience. Only 

as we, by faith, die to the self-life within can He live out His victorious life in us (2 

Cor. 4:10, 11, Gal. 2:20). Only as we despair in ourselves and depend totally upon 

God can we see His mighty power to deliver (2 Cor. 1:8-10). Ladies, is there a 

situation in your life right now that seems hopeless? Keep on trusting our all-

powerful God. In Him, there is hope in any "death" situation we face, for our Lord 

is the Lord of Life!                                                                  

©Dorothy Davis 

 

Looking Ahead to May 

ü 5/2  - 

o Ben Baker speaking at both services while Spiegels are on 

vacation. 

ü 5/9 ï 

o Mother's Day   

o A special gift for all moms in attendance. 

ü 5/26 ï 

o Agape Supper 

o A communion service around the supper table. 
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