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Finishing 

     A lot of people are good at starting something, but few are good at finishing.  I 

worked for a contractor while I pastored one of my churches.  There were days I 

worked with him on "rough carpentry."  We framed in rooms and closets.  It was 

enjoyable and when the day was done, we could see evidence that something had 

been accomplished There were other days when he gave me the job of "finishing."  

I was putting  up and painting small trim pieces.  At the end of the day, it didn't 

seem to matter to the whole project that I had spent time there.  It's harder to be a 

finisher.  I appreciate the player on the team who still is playing hard after the 

outcome is already decided.  Though his team is going to lose, he is going to be a 

finisher and give it his all until the final whistle.   

     In the Christian life, we have the mentality, "I'm getting tired so let's just quit."  

In our personal life, we start a diet with determination and it lasts all of one day.  

Young people don't graduate from high school.  People who get married find their 

way to divorce court and never finish the marriage.  It's a lot harder to finish than 

to begin. 

     Paderewski, the famous composer was scheduled to perform at the concert hall.  

People arrived in their tuxedos and evening gowns.  It would be a grand evening.  

Present was a mother with her nine-year-old son who couldn't stop fidgeting.  She 

was there hoping her son would be inspired by hearing the  great Paderewski, and 

continue with his piano lessons.  When she turned to talk to friends, he slipped 

away and eventually made his way to the grand piano on stage.  He sat down on 

the stool and began to play "Chopsticks."  The crowd was irritated and shouted 

"get that kid out of here."  Back stage Paderewski heard the commotion, and he 

grabbed his coat and rushed on stage.  He stooped behind the boy and began to 

improvise a counter melody to harmonize with the boy's "Chopsticks."  All the 

while he whispered in the boy's ear, "Keep going, don't stop."   
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     That's the way it is with us.  We hammer away on our tasks which seem 

insignificant as "Chopsticks."  About the time we hear the criticisms of others and 

become tired, we're ready to quit.  The Master comes along and if we could hear 

Him, He is whispering in our ears, "Keep going, and donôt stop."  He works around 

what we're doing and makes the whole thing a masterpiece. 

     Is your "Chopsticks" task getting you weary?  Are you ready to quit?  Listen to 

what He says into your ear.  "Let us not be weary in well doing, for in due season 

we shall reap, if we faint not" (Galatians 6:9).  "Be steadfast, immovable . . . your 

labor is not in vain" (I Corinthians 15:58). 

     So many start out the Christian pilgrimage with determined steps, but some are 

now down to a casual stroll and ready to quit.  They lose their energy and 

enthusiasm.  Should the ranks of the "quitters" be getting larger?  The final trumpet 

hasn't sounded.  Don't quit. Keep going.  God is working out a bigger masterpiece 

using your chopsticks.  It will be "excellent." 

 

WOMEN WHO WORSHIP 

    

What Not to Wear 

"But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not 

provision for the flesh, to fulfill the lusts thereof"  

(Romans 13:14). 

     We are a society obsessed with fashion. Outward appearance is everything. 

Consequently, we are bullied by the sartorial experts by means of computer, TV, 

and magazines regarding the clothing we must wear in order to look acceptable and 

attract everyone's attention. 
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     Unfortunately, women who spend a great deal of time and money on their 

clothing, skin, make-up and hair often neglect completely the source of true 

beauty. The inner beauty of soul and spirit is overlooked by our culture; the focus 

is all outward. I used to tell my daughter: a woman may be beautiful on the outside 

and be ugly on the inside. Peter reminded Christian women that they must be 

different. "Your beauty should not come from outward adornmentéinstead it 

should be that of your inner self (1 Peter 3:3 and 4, NIV)."  

     Each day we look in the closet and decide what to put on. Spiritually speaking, 

each day we also decide what we will "put on." We can either "put on" the Lord 

Jesus Christ as Romans 13:14 instructs, or we can just stay dressed in our natural, 

not-so-attractive "flesh." When we choose to stay dressed in our own sin-affected 

flesh, the result is distasteful to God and to others. We certainly don't attract 

attention to ourselves in a way that glorifies God. We have only to turn the pages 

of Scripture to view the unflattering images of women who are decked out in the 

fashion of sinful flesh: contentious, clamoring, unclean, idolatrous, envious, evil -

speaking and worldly (Galatians 5:19-21, Ephesians 4:31 and 32, James 3:14-4:4, 

just to list a small sample). A Christian woman dressed this way is not at all 

becoming. 

     But we are instructed to "put off" these unbecoming clothes (Ephesians 4:22, 

Colossians 3:8 and 9) and to put on the Lord Jesus Christ. Dressed in His righteous 

life, we attract attention in an acceptable way, by being adorned with love, joy, 

peace, patience, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, and self-control.  

     A woman should look her best as God enables. After all, people DO look on the 

outward appearance and there is no virtue in looking like an unmade bed! Outward 

appearance is important; but inward mind set is crucial. The Proverbs 31 woman 

was attractive inside and out. Although she made herself lovely fashions (v. 22), 

she understood that outward beauty was NOT the most important aspect of her 

womanhood. As women of God, we too should know what not to wear. We are at 

our very best when we are dressed "in Him."  

                    © Dorothy Davis 
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From the Board of Director at BaYouCa 

     It is the desire of the Board of Directors to recognize Jim and Tiffany Darling 

for their faithful service to BaYouCa during their five-year tenure as Program 

Director.  A love gift will be collected and presented to the Darlings at the Annual 

Meeting to be held on Monday, April 5, 2010 at Faith Baptist Church, Cortland, 

NY.  Gifts may be mailed to the camp and designated "Darling Love Gift."   Cards 

and written expressions of personal appreciation for their ministry are also 

encouraged.  It is our desire that the Camp Association be a source of 

encouragement to the Darlings during this time of transition in their pursuit of 

God's leading in their lives.   

 

Haiti Offering 

     Our church has again responded generously to a benevolent need.  When we 

became aware of the devastation in Haiti as a result of the earthquake, we 

designated our benevolent offering on February 7th for Haiti Relief.  We indicated 

our intention to send any donations given to Baptist Mid-Missions and the 

missionaries serving there.  The offering totaled $1,757, and the money has been 

forwarded to Baptist Mid-Missions to be distributed. 

 

Shepherd's Sunday - March 21st  

     John Mitchell and his wife will be here on March 21st to update us on the 

ministry of Shepherds.  The Mitchells bring with them a musical ministry along 

with a presentation about the home in Union Grove, Wisconsin.  We have some 

from our church there as residents and workers. 
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With the Lord 

     Long-time member Bill Kalkan went home to be with the Lord on February 3rd.  

The funeral was held at First Baptist Church on Sunday afternoon on February 7th.  

Pray for Helen as she stays with the family in Virginia. 

 

Easter Specials 

     Our Easter schedule includes the cantata, "In Christ Alone" which will be sung 

by our adult choir on Palm Sunday, March 28th.  The plans call for a "Sonrise" 

Service on Easter morning, along with a breakfast, Sunday School and the 

Resurrection Service on April 4th.  (There will be no evening service.)  Make your 

plans to attend, and invite someone else to these seasonal specials. 

 

Winter Schedule 

     Our Afternoon Service schedule was successful again this year.  Attendances 

following the fellowship dinners were significantly higher than if we had Evening 

Services during the same time.  As of February 21st, we have started again having 

our Evening Services at 6:00 p.m.  One o'clock or six o'clock, your seat is waiting 

at our services.  Be there! 

 

Pastor's Desk  

          Pastor is asking for it!  He says he is handing out a planning 

survey that is asking questions about our church for this new 

decade.  He says that he and the deacons are interested in the 

input from our members about how to improve our ministry in the 

years ahead.  I've been thinking about it and have come up with some 

ideas of my own.  I thought we could cancel the next decade and keep everything 
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the same.  None of us are getting any younger and it might be helpful to just cancel 

the next ten years.  Pastor says that that isn't possible and that we need to 

constantly be ready to change to better make our church effective in its purpose of 

glorifying God. 

     Pastor says the walking program has been excellent, and we now are starting to 

see some people from the community take advantage of the open doors to the gym. 

     Pastor says he has started new material in his Sunday School Class.  "From 

Forgiven to Faithfulness" -  a study of three New Testament books.  He wanted me 

to invite anyone not currently attending Sunday School to start attending this adult 

elective class. 

 
 

In Tune With                    

     As you can see, my article has a new title. In Proverbs we are 

told that "where there is no vision, the people perishé" [29:18] 

I am convinced this is true about churches. Vision is simply a 

forward look that expresses our faith in God. Vision should be expressed by setting 

goals. For the church, goals are nothing more than statements of faith in what we 

believe God can and will do. Vision alone will not advance the ministry of the 

gospel and produce a growing church. Vision by itself is nothing more than 

fanciful dreams. In order for a church's vision to become a reality, we need 

venturesomeness.  

     Venturesomeness is daring to do. It is putting our faith into action. Without 

venturesomeness nothing is ever accomplished. Venturesomeness by itself does 

not produce a growing church. Venturesomeness alone creates confusion and 

discouragement. Without a clear vision, venturesomeness is nothing more than a 

lot of directionless activity.  
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     As I look around I see a lot of churches treading water. First, evidence of this is 

seen in a lot of activity but going nowhere. It's the headless chicken syndrome. The 

chicken's head is cut off and it is dying but running around frantically before it 

finally succumbs to death.  A second evidence of treading water can be found in 

Ezra 3:12. "But many of the priests and Levites and chief of the fathers, who were 

ancient men, that had seen the first house, when the foundation of this house was 

laid before their eyes, wept with a loud voice; and many shouted aloud for joy." 

Older church members always telling us about what used to be but having no 

vision of what can be. 

     Without vision and venturesomeness we act like the ancients of Ezra's time. We 

are looking back at what was instead of looking forward at can be. Vision 

combined with venturesomeness allows us to trust God for what can be, for what 

we can do. The wet blanket people throw over the fire created by vision and 

venturesomeness is the question, "how are we going to pay for it?" While it can be 

a legitimate question, it can be evidence of a person who has no real vision, no real 

faith in God's ability to supply, no real burden for lost souls and is willing to miss 

out on the blessings that comes from being men and women of vision and 

venturesomeness.  That's the way I see it. Write me at rrf1270@frontiernet.net and 

tell me how you see it. 

 

Looking Ahead to April 

V 14th -  

o Quarterly Business Meeting 

V 19
th
 ï 20th -  

o ESF Spring Conference with Renald Showers at New                  

Woodstock, NY 
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